PENSIONS TO ASYLUM OFFICIALS.
The county and borough asylums of England and Wales now number eighty or more, and taking them all in all they are institutions of which the nation may well be proud. In them the care of the insane has been carried to almost the highest point of perfection and of late years, at any rate, the cure of the patients has not lagged far behind the care. To maintain these good points at high-water mark should be the desire of the State, and Whatever may be done by Parliament in the way of securing pensions to asylum officials, it is certain that compulsory retirement should go hand-in-hand with compulsory pensions. In some of those asylums which have formulated schemes, the age limit is 60, and in others it is G5. Tte former age should not be exceeded.
To the ratspayers the granting of pensions should commend itself, as it is incomparably more economical to them than the only ether satisfactory alternative, namely, to increase salaries and wages all round.
